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Some stems are especially modified for the storage of food.
These are usually underground stems such as the rhizomes of
ginger (Figs. 206,207), the tubers of potatoes (Fig. 208), or the corns
of aroids (Fig. 209). While most stems that are specialized for food
storage are underground ones, there are exceptions. Some palms
have greatly thickened stems in which large quantities of starch

Fie. 214. Hy<fnop/tjtum,anepiphyticplant

The swollen base of the stem is composed
largely of water-storing tissue and con-
tains cavities inhabited by ants. (X 4)

FIG. 215. Polypodium sinaium, a

fern having hollow fleshy stems

inhabited by ants.  ( X |)

are stored during a series of years. This food is finally used up
in the formation of flowers and fruits, after which the stem dies.
Commercial sago is made from the starch stored in the trunk of
the sago palm.
In the potato tuber, food kstored in both-the central cylinder and the
cortex (Fig. 210). Both regions are so modified as storage tissues that it is
only by careful examination that they can be distinguished.